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Ref: RDB/RP/SE.MM.CW/21.01.2020 
 
22 January 2020 
 
Councillors Elsmore, Michael & Wild, 
Cabinet Members – Cardiff Council, 
County Hall, 
Atlantic Wharf, 
Cardiff CF10 4UW. 
 
 
Dear Councillors Elsmore, Michael & Wild,  
 
Environmental Scrutiny Committee – 21 January 2020 
 
On behalf of the Environmental Scrutiny Committee I would like to thank you 

and the supporting officers for attending the meeting that took place on 

Tuesday 21 January 2020.  As you are aware the meeting received an item 

titled ‘Cabinet response to the Environmental Scrutiny Committee report titled 

‘Improving Cardiff’s Air Quality’’. The comments and observations made by 

Members following this item are set out in this letter. 

 
Cabinet response to the Environmental Scrutiny Committee report titled 

‘Improving Cardiff’s Air Quality’ 

 
 Positive Report Response - The Committee is pleased by number of 

recommendations that have been accepted, and the overall positive 

response to the report. In particular, they welcome the comments that 

were made by Councillor Wild during his opening statement that thanked 

the Committee for the piece of work and the valuable contribution that it 

made. Members are happy that the report has had a positive impact, and 

look forward to working with the Cabinet and service areas in future for the 

benefit of Cardiff.   

 
 Recommendation 6 – Low Emission Neighbourhoods – During the 

meeting Members questioned why Recommendation 6 had been rejected, 

when the draft ‘Transport White Paper’ had talked about similar initiatives 

being delivered across the city, for example, ‘streets for health’. Councillor 

Wild explained that if the timing had been slightly different, and with some 
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reflection, ‘Recommendation 6’ could have been accepted as it is 

something that aligns with the aims of the Transport White Paper.  I would 

be grateful if you could revisit this recommendation and provide the 

Committee with feedback on your conclusion.  

 
 Bold Taxi Statement - The first part of ‘Recommendation 19’ states that: 

 
 The Council makes a clear statement that sets out the Council’s 

ambitions for taxi emission standards in the city and explains out how 

this might be achieved, for example, Nottingham has stated that it 

wants to significantly reduce taxi emissions in the city by converting all 

of its taxi fleet to electric by 2025.  

 
This was not properly addressed in the Cabinet response so I asked if 

there were any proposals to publish a target date for improving taxi 

standards, which would clearly signal Cardiff’s ambition and intent for the 

taxi fleet. I was provided with a response which listed a number of 

challenges, for example, vehicle affordability and access to credit, that 

appear to have created a barrier to prevent a bold statement of intention 

being made.  The Committee believe that the Council needs to produce 

such a positive statement to help drive taxi improvements, therefore, 

Members would be grateful if you could reconsider this response.  

 
 Local Motor Industry - The Committee is disappointed at the response to 

‘Recommendations 23 & 24’ which focus on developing closer working ties 

with the local motor industry. They felt that developing these relationships 

could only help increase the popularity of low emission vehicles, which 

would be a positive thing for Cardiff.  On this basis, the Committee ask that 

you reconsider this response and as a minimum ensure that all local car 

dealerships are aware of all of the electric charging points in Cardiff, 

including those provided by the Council.  

 
 Electric Charging Points - At the meeting I asked about the new electric 

charging points that had been rolled out across Cardiff, along with the 

rationale as to how and why the chosen sites had been selected. The 
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Director for Planning, Transport & Environment explained that the 

decisions were based on public response and access to the grid.  The 

Committee would be grateful if you could provide details of all of the new 

Council electric charging points and the information that was used to 

select the sites.  

 
 Innovative & Linked Solutions - During the meeting Councillor Michael 

explained that the Cardiff electricity supply was probably insufficient to 

cope with its motoring needs, should everyone decide to switch to electric.  

A Member acknowledged that this might be a problem, but then suggested 

that such challenges required an all Cardiff solution, for example, 

increasing the energy production and efficiency of new build properties 

and then diverting the saved energy into alternatives like fuelling vehicles.  

His basic message was all aspects of energy consumption were linked, 

and that the Council should fully engage with all of the recommendations 

in the report to achieve innovative solutions. 

 
I would be grateful if you would consider the above comments and provide a 

response to the content of this letter. 

Regards, 

 

Councillor Ramesh Patel 

Chairperson Environmental Scrutiny Committee 

 
 
 
Cc: 
 
 
 Andrew Gregory, Director of Planning, Transport & Environment;  

 Jason Bale, Programme Manager, Clean Air; 

 Davina Fiore, Director of Governance & Legal Services; 

 Members of Cardiff’s Environmental Scrutiny Committee. 


